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Background

Located in West Hillsborough at 225 Murray Street, Murray Street Park is a is a 0.5-acre neighborhood
park owned and maintained by the Town of Hillsborough. Prior to being developed as a park, the parcel
which was owned by the Town of Hillsborough included a pump station. In 1992, the pump station was
closed and removed from the property. At that time, West Hillsborough residents formed the Murray
Street Pocket Garden Committee and requested that the parcel be developed as greenspace for the
neighborhood. The group developed a concept plan which emphasized stream protection, landscaping
improvements, a walking path and sitting areas. Soon after, the town instituted a Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board and developed the first Master Parks and Recreation Plan. The new advisory board
worked with West Hillsborough community members to further plans for the Murray Street property.
Neighbors volunteered time and materials to build wooden steps and a retaining wall on the west prop-
erty line of the park. Local parks and recreation advocate Wendy Olson, who was also instrumental in
the early planning for Riverwalk, canvassed the neighborhood to discuss park planning and receive
feedback. Wendy's notes reveal that she talked to 12 households and that all supported the concept
plan. Neighbors requested play equipment for young children and suggested swings and climbing
equipment. Residents also asked for places to gather and picnic. Several neighbors volunteered to
prune invasive landscaping around the stream. Wendy also noted that there were concerns raised
about flooding and an adjacent neighbor reported that the low area of the park stays wet for a large
portion of the year.

In 1999, the town contracted Eric Jordan of Jordan Consultants in Winston Salem to develop a site plan
for development of the park. The consultant worked with the Parks and Recreation Board over several
months to complete a plan and construction document package detailing amenities and landscape im-
provements for the site.

Development of the Park

In early 2000, the town worked with North Carolina Division of Water Quality to adjust the Murray
Street Park site plan according to the Neuse Riparian Buffer Rules and received an approved permit for
construction. Revisions to the plan included relocating features 30 feet from the stream and planting
native vegetation along the stream corridor to prevent mowing near the stream bank. Erosion control
measures were added to protect the steam during construction operations. The first phase of construc-
tion included building a walkway, pedestrian bridge, several benches, and a sand-filled play area which
included a climber and swings. Landscaping and mulch was also included in the project.

In 2008, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board worked with the Town’s Safety Inspector to make ad-
ditional improvements to the park. The wooden timbers were replaced with plastic interlocking barri-
ers around the play area and the sand was replaced with engineered wood fiber for safety surfacing. A
single free standing slide was also added to the playground at this time.

Over the years the Hillsborough Tree Board has added several native trees to the park. Park signage
was added in 2013.

The following pages include the early plans for Murray Street park and newspaper articles about the
park’s development.



Raleigh News and Observer Article 2001

Hillsborough neighbors plan garden

By LINDA FOX Koot N 7O
Staff writer o’z '9@ _q !

HILLSBOROUGH — A group of

West Hillsborough residents hope
to nurture a sense of community
as well as plants in a public
garden they have planned for a
town lot near their homes.
_ The idea took shape last fall
when brothers Patrick J.B. Shan-
non and William C. Shannon asked
Mayor Horace H. Johnson for
permission to beautify the lot at
the corner of Murray Avenue and
Barracks Road. After presenting
budget and design plans earlier
this month, the group got the
thumbs up to proceed.

“To me, it's just the good
old-fashioned American spirit
where people will do something in
their neighborhood.” Mr. Johnson
said. “You just don’t see that
every day.”

The Murray Street Pocket Gar-
den Committee has big plans for
the half-acre space.

For one, the group wants to
protect the small creek that tra-
verses the land, which is located
adjacent to a plot the town donat-
ed last June to Habitat for Hu-
manity. They also want to replace
overgrown briars and weeds with
a lawn, flower beds, shrubs and
trees, including a willow tree by
the creek.

“It’s not a really pleasant place
to be at this point,” town planner
Janet V. Rigsbee said. "It was
very overgrown. We've cleaned
out the lot at this point, but it still
isn't quite walkable or conducive
enough to have a park there.”

Organizers cavision the area as
a quict spot {er kids to play or
residents to waik and enjoy the
outdoors.

“It's nice to have one spot that's
just community,” said Patrick

Shannon. who is chairman of the
pocket garden committee.

When it is developed, the garden
will be the only parklike area
within walking distance of the
West Hillsborough community,
which lies in the southwestern
corner of the city limits between
the town’s historic district and the
Cone Mill area.

“As far as an easy stroll down
the street, this is the only thing,”
said Francis “Frank™ J. Chan-
dler, an artist who put together
preliminary design plans for the
garden.

But they're not in any rush.

The town plans to replace an old
sewer pumping station on the site
with a gravity sewer line some-

time this summer, but first it
must secure an easement for the
project. After that, the land will
be graded.

Residents will do most of the
planning and planting. In going
door-to-door to collect signatures
of support, organizers have been
recruiting volunteers to help
maintain the area.

The town will pay for improve-
ments and help with maintenance
such as mowing the lawn. Town
officials said it was a good trade.

“To get this volunteer help to
improve the land is really quite a
boon to the town,” Ms. Rigsbee
said. “If this succeeds, we'd like
to see this happen in other parts of
town.”

Stoff photo by
Hillsborough plans to replace this old sewer pumping station with a gravity sewer line on
a neighborhood group wants to build the Murray Street Pocket Garden

Latimer St.




Original Concept Plan Developed by Murray Street Pocket Garden Committee
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Site Plan Developed by Jordan Consultants
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Landscape Plan Developed by Jordan Consultants

K
7 Wooden bridge e 4°
wide + 15" long +/-.
30" R.OW. g , 1 ?
N Sewer Easement 1 15" | i o)
i / N g 0
1 — | | ) N
Lt /] o L A a 5
u / § 5 81 2 Q-
= ; ke K v A A /
) ‘ i /’1' v / /
/
= [ / A
1 < } 74
1 v -
14
2 N 23 MLS =
= ] W‘ X 7
i3 g2
4;,3;1 9 =
b 5 - T .,//
2l = 7 TE 5 )
New wooden steps = i * / # . ! S
w/handrail =" Dé,able éw[n'g',/ )
. i B ey Trash Receptacle,
\?(r - A / : typical e
S i Fod TN AR 20'map.
Re-establish grades to '\ X 7 f s >3
accommodate play area. i /-
PiBy ‘\ \/ / : %' Pedestrian path
| Pkt B 3
| .Pl_uy zrea w/é;:ng_has
Approx. size=BGxGG"
| K
! | Co/- 36007 st H*
l | - T y—
i ; z s *
' l 7 Thples —\ | EE——
\ 212 | — & r}“"/\ : Y TS
I —Chinning Bar A /, ’ \ . o ) D .
| S (o . : ! 8 = Seleckive Mﬂmm‘o
i - e ~ \ \ | ol Yemove Nuistiun’ Plﬂt\k:
| s % | 2\ N el cived
| ’ -0 | \ B 4\2‘ g 3 }wm."u‘-k‘l
| i / p | % o, 3 \V\L "
| ) ; \ \ w o 0 posonivy
1 M / ! X \ \ r05a Cugosa
: \ ] 1 — ; 1 Wooden bench
: { —_— I Lawn | ] ‘\ e & length. typ.
l |
\ | ) | \ [
| | ) 1
\ Future 5 1
1 l i \‘/Plcnlc %rea 4 48 map_@
\ . w/tables + gr-ll7 - \ | | g 2 /
\ i
|
I
. x
Wood fence
o 4" high
\
% :
I
Approximate location ’ i —~— Ex. tree line
of ex. wooden steps | \ Py Water : ’
and wooden retalning L i !
wal. to be repared 1o ) Fountam\.\ by X b [ i
+ cleaned as needed. \ 1@ -\ \ ! % =
2 | S /
b2ban | L \ [
\ N | |
210 e ‘l . \ X o
: — .; X \ \ \ U {
R \ i ——— — \
B \ \ |
5l e\ \ \ & ;
| \{.a §- \ . X j'/ = = \ Trelised entry
/; z, @ : o -== \ =
I\ ] \ ) N \ 2 ‘
B50LX BiinTop of t1t L —
208 |- 7 LTI A w5000 -~ \
R = -l x*
\ o ’ LN, 8% Entrance
| -\ 3@.430 = \ . = e w/conc.aprons
] S — — \
) 5 . | osddE - I
! e < gET
- ! { [ { 3 & ENO STR /
i / \ 2
P ‘ ‘ G — ‘ il \&
| oz By | =
U
/ — J‘—" \\ 200
|
i { \ \ 200
// \
s T \
\ \ \
202
\ o *
, 20 Entrance
\‘ w/conc.aprons
206

NOTES:

» The architectural character

of all wooden hardscape items.
(benches. arbor. fencing and bridge)
shall be consistant and complimentary
in style and craftsmanship.

LEGEND:

Kwanzan Cherry

River Birch

Sth. Wax Myrtle

X

O

B | sveanere
18

)]

Hypericum Hidcote

Z“w..eé Existing trees

-~ Existing contours

Proposed spot elevation

);9—_J Proposed contours
¢-840.5
&>

Existing tree line + trees

_____ Existing storm drainage
|

—— ' Proposed storm drainage

v — Existing stream

Proposed pathway location

71N
N

O 10

20 20

o —

Scale: 1'=10"'-0°

JORrRDAN
(CONSULTANTS

Landscape Architecture
Land Development
Land Planning

8025 North Point Bivd.
Sulte 225 E
WINSTON-SALEM. NC 27106
TEL. C33GD 896-0777
e melll  jordenisebelisouth.net

Project Name:

MURRAY STREET
PARK

for:

The TOWN OF
HILLSBOROUGH, NC

Sheet Tille:

Site Plan

Issue Date:

Febrvary 15. 2000

Revision No.

o 2—9-00 per T. of Hb.
comm. on 3-3-00

Ao Y-tu-00 Yo
°.2 show N(,u:‘e Budfers

Project Number:

Sheel Number:

e

A5 instruments of service Lhese dravings and Lhe desin represented
sre the property of Jordan Consultante. Reproduction. or use of
hese dravings other Lhan for the project Intecded Withoul written
consenl from the landscape archilect is prolibited. Unsuthorized
use will be subject 1o Jegal action.




Existing Conditions

Murray Street Park is owned and maintained by the Town of Hillsborough. It is primarily used by neighbor-
hood children and families. The parks and Recreation Board hosted a public meeting to discuss the condi-
tions of the park and develop recommendations for the master Plan. Several West Hillsborough residents
attended. Comments from the discussion included the following:

e Landscaping on the eastern side of the park is overgrown and nobody uses that side of the park

e Dead and diseased tree should be removed

e There is nowhere to sit or congregate

e The stream is subject to flood and the banks are overgrown with invasive species

e Thereis no accessible entrance

e The park is mostly designed for small children

e The play equipment is dated

Below are a few pictures of existing conditions at Murray Street Park.

Play area looking north East side of the property



Master Plan Priorities

In early 2018, the Parks and Recreation Board and Hillsborough Tree Board, in coordination with the town
public space and stormwater divisions, developed a list of recommended improvements for Murray Street
Park. The recommendations are detailed in this master plan and are intended to guide future spending deci-
sions. It is advised that these plans are updated every three to five years.

Recommendations

Maintain the existing playground equipment and park amenities in safe and working order
Establish accessible entrance from Eno Street

Reestablish a trail system

Add handrails to steps for safety

Remove deteriorating steps

Preserve an open view into the park

Remove dead and diseased plant material

Limb up existing trees for safety and sight lines

Plant edible landscaping (Ex: Fig trees and Paw Paw trees)

Establish a 10 foot wide stream buffer along the stream except where controlled access is provided
Maintain access to the stream near the footbridge

Remove invasive plants along stream and plant native trees, woody shrubs and perennials

Cease mowing operations on the steep bank near Murray Street and plant bank with native grasses
Provide a picnic table

Provide several benches in the approved style (Butler Bench by Urbanscape)

Provide interactive and natural play features (Example: weeping redbud tents, Little Library, stage)
Install a bird park with feeders, bird houses, and bird baths

Add baby swings to play area

Reduce play surfacing area by redesigning park layout

Add trash and recycling containers

Add a low fence between park and adjacent property

Recommendations are noted on the Murray Street Master Plan Rendering on the following page.



Murray Street Park Master Plan Rendering 2018
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